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Context - 2012 and 2014

e Looming need to address issue of exempt wells vs.
Impairment of existing rights

e Triggers could be (one or more):
— Petition to close basin due to impairing senior rights
— Change/removal in exempt well statute

— GMA, Comp Plan or SEPA challenge of a
development permit

— Comp Plan Update “legal and physical availability”
June 2017

— New GMA litigation re: “Protecting...groundwater
resources”.

e |deally, all triggers are addressed in Program.



Lucky us. Honestly.

e County currently operate 29 water systems as
utilities
e Kittitas Example - pluses and minuses

e Yakima Basin has:

— Water Rights Adjudication and existing Water
Banks and Markets

— Well educated decision makers and history of
cooperation

— Favorable Geology
— Technical Expertise all the way around



Groundwater Mitigation Suitability Map

vitigation may
potential need fo




Water Resources Cooperation

BUILDING A FUTURE FOR WATER,
WILDLIFE AND WORKING LANDS

AKIMA RIVER BASIN INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN

1. Implement an agricultural watsr
servation program ned to
conserve up to 170,000 ace-feet of "
water in good water years. = G reallocation would be condu.
2. Create a fund to promote water two phases:
use efficiency basin-wide using
voluntary, incentive-based
programs. Focus on outdoor uses
as top priority. 3.Create a habitaf
program to adds
floodplain restoration prio
restore access to key tributa
tween i
e | allow an irrigation d to fallow
SLLESEILL land within the district and lease
water rights for that land out:
th

to add 14,600 ac-ft in storage ETEETE
capacﬂ:y.

Benton County
a pipeline from Lake N
to Lake Kachess to . ) raac-_lf_t u:ff-chal.'mel.
reduce flows and improve habitat E = st cility at Wymer
cmlj tion: dunn; high flow 1. Cnrrhuct pilot projects to
below echarging shallow
ia clrcundwat'-l

Yy ity allowing Yakima
to withdraw water from the
River during high flow
periods and store it underground

efficiency improvements to the Columbia River to the Yakima for use during low flow

'apatox Canal. Klickitat County Basin.
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a USGS

science for a changing world

Prepared in cooperation with the

Burean of Reclamation,

Washington State Department of Ecology, and the
Yakama Nation

Numerical Simulation of Groundwater Flow for the
Yakima River Basin Aquifer System, Washington

NFlh VN5t Prtonee P
e A

Scientific Investigations Report 2011-5155

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.5. Geological Survey




YCWRS Elements

e County Water Utility per (RCW 36.94.020) holding
Municipal Rights (RCW 90.03), serving Rural Domestic
Use (GMA)

e Rural Domestic Use Is the use of up to 350 gallons per
day, from a single user well or small group B system,
where water iIs recharged on-site with a septic
system.

e Supply of Utility water is limited to the defined rural

domestic use, water use contract iIs linked to well

construction (including location, depth, metering),
zoning, and extension of urban utilities.



Assessment of the Availability of
Groundwater for Residential
Development in the Rural Parts of
Yakima County, Washington

January 2016

John Vaccaro,

Vaccaro G.W. Consulting, LLC

(Under Contract by Yakima County)
For Technical Analysis and Assessment of Groundwater
Mitigation Strategies
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Yakima County
Rural Domestic
Groundwater Plan
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Administrative Process




* ( Wishing and good intentions
don’t make it so...)

e This all takes time, probably cannot
complete by Comp Plan Adoption (June)

e Complete WBN Determination and open
store prior to all GW permits ?
(Transition from Exempt Well Statute
with mitigation to full Utility)



Current Activities

e Finalizing Technical Details with Ecology
e Developing MOU with Ecology

e Looking for leverage opportunity with
water purchase
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Questions?
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